
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

 

A G E N D A 

 

Executive Session and Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

    

Date:      July 11, 2011 

  

Open Public Meetings Statement by 

Mayor Suarez 

 

Public Session to Adjourn to C.T.O.: 6:34 P.M. 

Executive Session:  Adjourn: 6:36 P.M. 

 

Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  

Session in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 

 

Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 6:36 P.M. 

  Adjourn: 7:30 P.M. 

 

Public Session:    7:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 7:37 P.M. 

  Adjourn: 8:15 P.M. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Citizens Comment on Agenda:    NONE 

 

Correspondence:   

 

Approval of Minutes of April 11, 2011 Public Session Meeting and April 25, 2011 Public 

Session Meeting - APPROVED 

 

 

As advertised, hearing will be held to consider the application of Time Warner Entertainment 

Company, LP for the renewal of its municipal consent to own, operate, extend, and maintain a 

cable television and cable communications system in the Borough of Ridgefield 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared open 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared closed 

 

 

 

 

   ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 

  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez          X 
                                     

Castelli              X 

Todd                  X 

Vincentz            X 

Severino            X 

Acosta               X 

Jimenez             X 

 

   ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 

                    Adj. to Ex.         Public                   
  Pres.     Abs.     Pres.      Abs.        
 

Mayor Suarez      X                        X 
 

Castelli           X                  X 

Todd               X                  X 

Vincentz         X                  X  

Severino         X                  X 

Acosta            X                  X 

Jimenez          X                  X 

 



PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

 Motion:  Second: 

 

229-2011 Councilman Castelli Hire Substitute Lifeguards 

234-2011 Councilman Jimenez Appoint Acting Chief Financial Officer 

235-2011 Councilman Acosta Appoint Recycling Coordinator 

236-2011 Councilman Jimenez Sustainable Jersey Grant Funded by Wal-Mart 

238-2011 Councilman Jimenez Designation of Risk Manager – PAIC 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

230-2011 Councilman Jimenez Support Override of Veto-School Budget Line Item 

231-2011 Councilman Jimenez Rescind Resolution No. 228-2011 

232-2011 Councilman Acosta Appoint DPW Seasonal Employee-Orlando 

233-2011 Councilman Jimenez Environmental Commission Appointments 

237-2011 Councilman Jimenez PAIC Membership Renewal 

239-2011 Councilman Jimenez Memorialize Adoption of Ordinance No. 2160 

240-2011 Councilman Jimenez Temporary Budget Appropriations TY2011 

241-2011 Councilman Jimenez Warrants 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 

 

Request for Use of Community Center: 

 

Ridgefield UNICO   APPROVED 

Italian Food Festival 

September 30, 2011 4:00 -11:00 pm 

October 1, 2011 11:00 am – 11:00 pm 

October 2, 2011 11:00 am – 10:00 pm 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli          X 

Todd              X   

Vincentz         X      238 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



 

Request for Use of Willis  Field Parking Lot: 

 

Ridgefield Memorial High School Scholarship Fund  APPROVED 

2
nd

 Annual Car Show 

October 9, 2011  

1:00 – 5:00 pm 

 

Application for Raffles License: 
 

St. James Episcopal Church  APPROVED 

Prize Raffle 

September 16, 2011 – 10:00 p.m. 

514 Abbott Avenue 

 

St. James Episcopal Church  APPROVED 

Tricky Tray 

October 29, 2011 – 10:00 p.m. 

725 Slocum Avenue 

 

St. James Episcopal Church  APPROVED 

50/50 

October 29, 2011 – 10:00 p.m. 

725 Slocum Avenue 

 

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCILMEN: 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 

 

 

 

Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 

the Mayor and Council. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

    Linda M. Prina,  

Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

        Meeting July 11, 2011 

  

Presented by Mayor Anthony R. Suarez  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 

minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be 

to discuss the following matters: 

 

____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 

            Borough. 

 

_ _ _ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 

____ Tax Court Litigation. 

 

____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  

 

____ Personnel matters 

 

_    _ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 

 

____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 

litigation is terminated. 

 

Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Prina,  

       Acting Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli         

Todd                

Vincentz          

Severino          

Acosta            

Jimenez 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

      

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 229-2011 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that  

 

CHRISTOPHER FREITAG 

IOANNIS TOUMAZOU 

WOO SUNG LEE 

JUAN CAMARGO 

ANTHONY CINQUE 

 

be hired as substitute lifeguards for the 2011 pool season at the hourly rate of $7.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

 Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 230-2011 

 

WHEREAS, on June 29, 2011, State Senator Paul Sarlo, Chairman of the Senate Budget 

Committee sponsored a budget which would have provided 2.6 million dollars for our school 

district, an increase of 1.1 million dollars; and 

 

WHEREAS, this budget would have helped our schools as well as give the taxpayers of 

Ridgefield much needed property tax relief; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 30, 2011, Governor Chris Christie used his statutory power to veto 

this line item from the budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, this line item veto, if maintained, will hurt the Borough of Ridgefield as our 

schools will suffer from lack of funding as well as the taxpayers will have to carry this burden; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield hereby express their concerns with this item that was vetoed and ask that the Senate 

please override the veto; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to Senator 

Paul Sarlo, Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee. 

 

 

Approved:           

             

  

_________________________________          

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        

 

Attest: 

 

 

__________________________________  

Linda M. Prina,                                 

Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd                                        X 

Vincentz                                  X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

        Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 231-2011 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield, at its June 27, 2011 

meeting, approved a resolution which was not on the agenda and which was presented without 

prior notice, by Councilman Vincentz; and 

 

WHEREAS, that resolution obligated the Borough to become a member of the New 

Jersey Sustainable Energy Joint Meeting (NJSEM) for the purpose of joining with other Local 

Units in the State of New Jersey to aggregate purchasing power of energy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the resolution further purported to authorize the Mayor to execute a certain 

Joint Contract Joinder Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wishes to reconsider this matter in light of the fact 

that it had, and still has, little background information concerning this; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield as follows:  

 

1. The Borough’s prior adoption of the resolution at its June 27, 2011 meeting authorizing 

the governing body to join the NJSEM and authorizing the Mayor to execute a certain Joint 

Contract Joinder Agreement be and hereby is rescinded. 

 

2. It is further provided that the Mayor and Council shall consider this matter when more 

background information and details have been provided to the Council, and the Council is 

satisfied that such a resolution would be in the best interests of the Borough. 

 

Approved:           

             

  

_________________________________          

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        

 

Attest: 

 

 

__________________________________  

Linda M. Prina,                                 

Acting Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz                    X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

      

Meeting July11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 232-2011 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that  

 

JAMES ORLANDO 

CHRIS SCHULTZ 

 

be appointed as a seasonal employees for the DPW (June 1, 2011-December 1, 2011) at the 

hourly rate of $10.00 upon satisfactory background check. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

 Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 233-2011 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

THERESA CONSOLI 

 

be appointed to the Environmental Commission to fill the unexpired term of Andrew Lala 

through December 31, 2013; and 

 

ROBIN LECKY 

 

be appointed to the Environmental Commission to fill the unexpired term of Theresa Consoli 

through December 31, 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

 Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 234-2011 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

ERIK LENANDER 

 

be appointed Acting Chief Financial Officer during the temporary absence of the Certified 

Municipal Finance Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

 Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 235-2011 

 

      WHEREAS, there is a need to appoint a Recycling Coordinator in the Borough of 

Ridgefield  under the Recycling Enhancement Act (P.L. 2007,c.311) for the efficient 

administration of the Borough’s Recycling Program; and 

 

      WHEREAS, Nicholas Gambardella has experience in the field of recycling and is the 

holder of the New Jersey Certified Recycling Professional certificate from Rutgers, the State 

University: 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that Nicholas Gambardella is and hereby appointed to the position of Recycling 

Coordinator for the Borough of Ridgefield effective July, 2011 at an annual stipend of $7,000.00 

($3,500 in TY 2011 and $7,000 per annum going forward). 

 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the monies necessary for this position will be paid from 

the Recycling Sale Trust Fund as established July 14, 1995 as a Dedication by Rider and 

approved by the NJ Department of Local Government on July 31, 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

  Acting Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 236-2011 

 

WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by 

ensuring that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually 

supportive; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air 

and water, improve working and living environments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield is participating in the Sustainable Jersey 

Program; and  

 

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide 

resources to municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a 

grant program called the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by Wal-Mart;  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield has determined that the 

Borough of Ridgefield should apply for the aforementioned Grant. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield, State of New Jersey, authorize the submission of the aforementioned Sustainable 

Jersey Grant funded by Wal-Mart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

  Acting Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 237-2011 

 

 WHEREAS, Ridgefield Borough, hereafter referred to as “Public Entity” is a member of 

the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage Fund, hereinafter referred to as “Fund”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said renewal membership terminates as of January 1, 2012 at 12:01 a.m. 

standard time, unless earlier renewed by agreement between the Public Entity and the Fund; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Public Entity is afforded the following types of coverages: 

 

 Workers’ Compensation 

 Package (property, boiler & machinery, crime, auto & general liability, including Police             

                           Professional) 

 Public Officials Liability 

 Excess Liability 

 Auto & General Liability (including Police Professional) 

 Public Officials Liability 

 Environmental Impairment Liability 

 

 WHEREAS, the Public Entity desires to renew said membership; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 

1. The Public Entity agrees to renew its membership in the Fund for a period of three 

years beginning January 1, 2012 and ending January 1, 2015 at 12:01 a.m. eastern 

standard time, and to be subject to the coverages, operating procedures, bylaws, and 

other organizational and operational documents of the Fund presently existing or as 

from time to time amended by the Fund and/or the Department of Banking and 

Insurance. 

2. The Public Entity agrees that as a member of the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage 

Fund the Public Entity must purchase all types of coverages offered by the Fund 

which are applicable to the Public Entity. 

3. The Public Entity hereby appoints Russell Castelli as the Public Entity’s Fund 

Commissioner and is authorized to execute the renewal Indemnity and Trust 

Agreement thereby evidencing annexed hereto and made a part hereof and to deliver 

same to the Fund the Public Entity’s renewal of its membership. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

  Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd                                       X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



PUBLIC ALLIANCE INSURANCE COVERAGE FUND 

INDEMNITY AND TRUST AGREEMENT  

 

 

THIS AGREEMENT, made this    day of   , 20___, in the County of  

                             , State of New Jersey, by and between the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage 

Fund, hereinafter referred to as "Fund", and the Governing Body of the Borough of Ridgefield 

hereinafter referred to as "Public Entity"; and 

   

WHEREAS, the Fund seeks to provide its members with insurance coverage; and 

 

WHEREAS, two or more public entities have collectively formed a joint insurance fund as is 

authorized and described in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et. seq. and the regulations promulgated 

pursuant thereto; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Public Entity has resolved to renew said membership.. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed as follows: 

 

1.  The Public Entity hereby renews in membership in the Fund three (3) years, beginning 

January 1, 2012 and ending January 1, 2015 at 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time. 

 

2. The Public Entity hereby ratifies and affirms the bylaws and other organizational and 

operational documents of the Fund and as from time to time amended and altered by the 

Fund and/or Department of Banking and Insurance in accordance with the applicable 

statutes and regulations as if each and every one of said documents were executed 

contemporaneously herewith.  

 

3. The Public Entity agrees to be a participating member of the Fund for the period herein 

provided for and to comply with all of the rules and regulations and obligations 

associated with said membership. 

 

4. The Public Entity agrees that as a member of the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage 

Fund the Public Entity must purchase all types of coverages offered by the Fund which 

are applicable to the Public Entity. 

 

5. In consideration of renewal of membership in the Fund, the Public Entity agrees that for 

those types of insurance in which it participates, the Public Entity shall jointly and 

severally assume and discharge the liability of each and every member of the Fund all of 

whom, as a condition of membership in the Fund, shall execute a verbatim counterpart to 

this Agreement.  By execution hereof the full faith and credit of the Public Entity is 

pledged to the punctual payment of any sums which shall become due to the Fund in 

accordance with the bylaws thereof, this Agreement or any applicable statute or 

regulation. 

 



6. If the Fund, in the enforcement of any part of this Agreement, shall incur necessary 

expense or become obligated to pay attorney's fees and/or court costs, the Public Entity 

agrees to reimburse the Fund for all such reasonable expenses, fees and costs on demand. 

 

7. The Public Entity and the Fund agree that the Fund shall hold all monies paid by the 

Public Entity to the Fund as fiduciaries for the benefit of Fund claimants all in 

accordance with applicable statutes and/or regulations. 

 

8. The Fund shall establish and maintain Trust Accounts in accordance with N.J.A.C. 11:15-2.13 

and such other statutes and regulations as may be applicable.   

 

9. Each Public Entity that becomes a member of the Fund shall be obligated to execute this 

Agreement.  

 

10. The Fund Commissioner designated in the Resolution to Renew Membership is hereby 

authorized to execute this Agreement. 

 

 

By:                                                                             

Authorized Signature 
 

 

By:                                                                              

Chairperson, Public Alliance Insurance Coverage Fund 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 238-2011 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield has resolved to join the Public Alliance Insurance 

Coverage Fund ("PAIC") following a detailed analysis; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of PAIC require that each entity designate a Risk Management 

Consultant to perform various professional services as detailed in the Bylaws and Risk 

Management Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bylaws indicate that PAIC shall pay each Risk Management Consultant 

a fee to be established by the Executive Committee; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield hereby appoints Alamo Insurance Group, Inc. as its Risk Management Consultant in 

accordance with the Fund's Bylaws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

  Acting Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz                   X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 239-2011 

 

WHEREAS, Borough ordinances currently provide for the positions of Borough 

Administrator and Deputy Administrator; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are concerned about the cost effectiveness of the 

present system and its efficiency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council is desirous of abolishing the position of Municipal 

Administrator and Deputy Municipal Administrator, where administration functions of the 

Borough are centered on one individual, the Administrator; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council is desirous of replacing this system instead with a 

system whereby several individuals, would divide responsibilities for various functions of the 

Borough’s management; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 24, 2011, Ordinance No. 2160 was introduced amending the 

existing provisions of Article IV, including Code Section 66-12 through 66-18, in that they be 

and hereby are deleted in their entirety; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No.  2160 was passed on February 14, 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, Special Counsel David S. Lafferty, Esq. conducted an investigation of Gary 

Bonacci performance as Borough Administrator and issued a report of his findings (“Lafferty 

Report”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lafferty Report details several areas of concern regarding Mr. Bonacci’s 

functioning as the Borough Administrator, including, but not limited to, his handling of 

construction and asbestos removal at the Borough Hall in December of 2010, removal of 

personnel files of a terminated Borough employee, exceeding the limits of his authority as 

authorized by Article IV, including Code Section 66-15; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lafferty Report highlights the inherent problems with vesting the 

administrative functions of the Borough in one individual;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield as follows: 

 

1. The aforesaid recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth at length. 



2. Article IV of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield be, and hereby is, amended as 

follows:  

a. The existing provisions of Article IV, including Code Section 66-12 through 66-

18, be and hereby are deleted in their entirety. 

3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

  Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            COUNCIL VOTE – TO TABLE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli                     X 

Todd              X  

Vincentz         X 

Severino                   X 

Acosta                      X  

Jimenez                    X        

Mayor Suarez 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd                         X  

Vincentz                                  X 

Severino                   X 

Acosta            X  

Jimenez          X        

Mayor Suarez 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 240-2011 

 

      WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-19 provides that where contracts, commitments or payments 

are made prior to final adoption of the TY 2011 Budget, temporary appropriations should be 

made for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time therein provided; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the date of this resolution is within the first thirty (days) of July 2011; and 

 

      WHEREAS, said total temporary appropriations are limited to twenty six and one quarter 

percent of the total appropriations in the SFY 2011 Budget exclusive of any appropriations made 

for debt service, capital improvement fund and public assistance in the said SFY 2011 Budget: 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield, that the following temporary appropriations be made and a certified copy of this 

resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for his records. 

 

 CURRENT FUND 

 OPERATIONS 

   General Government Functions 

    General Administration 

   Salaries and Wages         $ 14,962.50 

   Other Expenses       9,187.50 

  Rent Leveling 

   Salaries and Wages       1,500.00 

   Other Expenses       1,312.50 

  Mayor and Council 

   Salaries and Wages     11,287.50 

   Other Expenses       4,725.00 

  Municipal Clerk 

   Salaries and Wages     20,606.25 

   Other Expenses       9,000.00 

  Financial Administration 

   Salaries and Wages     39,112.50 

   Other Expenses     14,437.50 

 CURRENT FUND (Continued) 

 OPERATIONS (Continued) 

  Assessment of Taxes 

   Salaries and Wages        $     4,383.75 

   Other Expenses            787.50 

   Professional Services         2,966.25 



  Collection of Taxes 

   Salaries and Wages       22,312.50 

   Other Expenses         6,562.50 

  Legal Services and Costs 

   Retainer        12,075.00 

   Other Expenses       53,025.00 

  Engineering Services and Costs 

   Other Expenses- Fees and Costs     33,075.00 

             Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S. 40:55D-1) 

  Planning Board 

   Salaries and Wages         1,500.00 

   Other Expenses         4,500.00 

  Insurance 

   Liability      190,000.00 

   Worker’s Compensation    150,000.00 

   Employee Health     571,240.43 

   Unemployment       13,125.00 

         Public Safety 

  Police  

   Salaries and Wages     908,906.25 

   Other Expenses       28,875.00 

   Acquisition of Vehicles      65,000.00 

  Police Dispatch/911 

   Salaries and Wages       16,275.00 

   County Contractual     200,000.00 

  Emergency Management 

   Salaries and Wages         6,562.50 

   Other Expenses         1,575.00 

  First Aid Organization 

   Clothing/Standby       21,787.50 

   Other Expenses         6,562.50 

  Community Service Officers 

   Salaries and Wages       25,200.00 

   Other Expenses         1,575.00 

  Fire Protection 

   Clothing/Standby       65,625.00 

   Fire Hydrant Service       30,450.00 

   Other Expenses       26,250.00 

  Fire Prevention 

   Salaries and Wages       17,062.50 

CURRENT FUND (Continued) 

OPERATIONS (Continued) 

   Other Expenses            $     5,512.50 

  Prosecutor 

   Salaries and Wages         3,412.50 

         Public Works Functions 



  Road Repair and Maintenance 

   Salaries and Wages     328,650.00 

   Other Expenses       39,375.00 

  Garbage and Trash Removal 

   Salaries and Wages       68,250.00 

   Other Expenses       19,687.50 

   Sanitary Landfill BCUA      94,500.00 

  Recycling Program 

   Salaries and Wages         1,837.50 

  Public Buildings and Grounds 

   Other Expenses       40,687.50 

  Maintenance of Borough Vehicles 

   Other Expenses 

     Streets and Roads       14,437.50 

     Fire         10,500.00 

     Police          9,187.50 

     Volunteer Ambulance        1,050.00 

     Sanitation          7,822.50 

     Building/Code            262.50 

     Health             131.25 

         Health and Human Services 

  Board of Health 

   Salaries and Wages       38,587.50 

   Other Expenses       19,687.50 

   Animal Control         2,756.25 

  Environmental Commission 

   Other Expenses         1,575.00 

  Parks and Playgrounds 

   Salaries and Wages     110,000.00 

   Other Expenses       35,962.50 

  Youth Commission 

   Salaries and Wages         2,887.50 

   Other Expenses            328.13 

  Celebration of Public Events 

   Other Expenses       15,000.00 

  Municipal Court 

   Salaries and Wages       51,187.50 

   Other Expenses         9,187.50 

  Public Defender 

   Other Expenses         1,500.00 

CURRENT FUND (Continued) 

OPERATIONS (Continued) 

                 Uniform Construction Code 

  Construction Code Officials 

   Salaries and Wages            $   43,312.50 

   Other Expenses         6,523.13 



  Property Maintenance 

   Salaries and Wages         1,837.50 

   Other Expenses            262.50 

        Utility Expenses and Bulk Purchases 

  Street Lighting        49,875.00 

  Electric and Gas        76,125.00 

  Telephone         28,087.50 

  Water            5,512.50 

  Gasoline         50,000.00 

         BCUA Sewerage Processing and Disposal   525,000.00 

         Recycling Tax           5,250.00 

         Maintenance of Free Public Library    153,164.00 

         Capital Improvement Fund       19,687.50 

 

DEFERRED CHARGES AND STATUTORY EXPENDITURES 

 MUNICIPAL 

 Contribution to 

  Social Security System (O.A.S.I.)      91,875.00 

  Defined Contribution Retirement        1,837.50 

  Pension of Widow Volunteer Firemen       7,200.00 

  Volunteer Firemen’s Over Age Burial Fund       1,312.50 

 

MUNICIPAL DEBT SERVICE 

 Payment of Bond Principal             $ 690,000.00 

 Interest on Bonds       309,667.00 

 Interest on Notes           7,013.00 

 Payment of Principal/Interest Infrastructure Trust Loan    53,000.00 

 

    Total Current Fund         $ 5,673,895.67 

 

SWIM POOL UTILITY OPERATING FUND 

 Operating 

  Salaries and Wages             $ 53,000.00 

  Other Expenses      12,000.00 

       Statutory Expenses 

  Social Security System (O.A.S.I.)             __4,000.00 

 

    Total Swim Pool Operating Fund         $_69,000.00 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

 Acting Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Severino         X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 

Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 

records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 

funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, 

and which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 

charged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 __________________________________ 

 Joseph Luppino, 

 Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting July 11, 2011 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 241-2011 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling  $1,984,013.05 

be drawn on the following accounts: 

 

 CURRENT  $1,914,195.54 

 TRUST  $58,163.67 

 POOL  $3,093.40 

 AGED ITEMS  $8,560.44 

 

 TOTAL  $1,984,013.05 

 

 

MOTION TO REMOVE CHECKS 77260, 77261,  

78658, 77659, 41763, 41764, 41765, 41912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor        Linda M. Prina,                                 

 Acting Borough Clerk 

        COUNCIL VOTE ON MOTION 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd                         X 

Vincentz                   X 

Severino                   X 

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez      X 

 

        COUNCIL VOTE – AS AMENDED 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Todd               X       X* 

Vincentz         X        X* 

Severino         X           

Acosta            X 

Jimenez          X 

Mayor Suarez       

*78713, 78716, 78718, 41917, 41918, 41919 


